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HAVING IT ALL BY HELEN GURLEY BROWN

An Editorial by Walter BlockSenior Economist, The Fraser Institute

I recently read a book, Having It All by Helen Gurley Brown. I thought it

was just filled to the brim with wise and witty advice. I enjoyed it immensely.

However, there was one jarring sentence which detracted from, as far as I am

concerned, an otherwise marvelous book. I refer to financial advice given to young women. "On the other hand, owning an apartment or house can protect you from greedy, rent‑raising landlords if the rental market is tight" (page 349, pocketbook edition).

As I see things, this is a very unsavory way of looking at the world, very much

akin, I fear, to racism: "greedy profiteering Jews," "vI Ibus" conniving, price‑raising Scottish businessmen," "price‑gouging Orientals" come all too readily to mind. This sort of prejudice, it seems to me, has no place in an otherwise magnificent book.

Moreover, this advice is inconsistent and hypocritical. Helen Gurley Brown

recommends a whole host of financial strategies (and source materials) which aim to maximize interest returns on savings. But she advocates that her readers put their hard‑earned savings into savings banks, stocks, bonds, etc., which offer the highest possible returns. Using the "logic" behind her "greedy, rent‑raising landlords" remark, however, could not those who follow this financial advice be open to the charge "greedy, interest‑maximizing investors?" But matters are even worse. For what if a reader buys a "property in a good neighbourhood," as advocated by Brown, such as a condominium, and then sublets it, for some reason
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or other. Should this person accept the lowest rent offered? Hardly. But if the highest rent offered is taken, such a person is guilty of being the very "greedy, rent‑raising landlord" which Brown condemns. Whatever else can it be supposed that "greedy rent‑raising landlords" do, apart from seeking out offers, and accepting the best one made them? And the same analysis applies to the reader who seeks a raise, as Brown advises, elsewhere in the book. For surely, such a person is no better than a "greedy, wage‑raising employee."

This view of landlords is akin to bigotry, and mars an otherwise very enjoyable book‑‑ Having It All by Helen Gurley Brown.
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